06/17/2004 15:34 FAX 312 427 6663 



LADAS & PARRY 



(3)003 



3 



REMARKS 



In the Office Action, dated January 20, 2004, the Examiner states that 
Claims 1-10 are pending and Claims 1-10 are rejected. By the present 
Amendment, Applicant amends the claims. 

In light of the foregoing response, all the outstanding objections and 
rejections have been overcome. Applicant respectfully submits that this 
application should now be in better condition for allowance and respectfully 
requests favorable consideration. 



Respectfully submitted, 



June 17, 200 4 
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) 

FILED: March 14, 2001 )Examiner: Fenn C. Matthew 

TITLE: HALLUX VALGUS BRACE 



THE COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 

P.O, Box 1450 

Alexandri, VA 22313-1450 

AMENDED CLAIMS 

1 . (currently amended) A hallux valgus brace comprising a three 
point lever means for correcting the position of the big toe, whereS ^ the 
complete brace including the three point lever means is designed to be 
located distally of the metatarsal joint, the brace comprising a frarre, 
sized and configured to be located substantially under the toes and at a 
first end providing a first force at a first point on the medial side of the 
first phalanx of the big toe, at a location between the big toe and the 
second toe providing a second force at a second point on the lateml side 
of the distal end of the big toe, and at a second end providing a_th rd 
force a third point on the ball of the foot. 

2. (original) A brace according to claim 1, wherein the bnace 
comprises a proximal pad pressing on the first phalanx of the big toe, a 
distal pad pressing on the distal end of the big toe, and a lever arrr 
pressing on the ball of the foot. 

3. (original) A brace according to claim 2, wherein the distal 
pad is adapted to press on the distal end of the first phalanx of the big 
toe. 

4. (original) A brace according to claim 2 or 3, wherein the 
distal pad is disposed on an adjustable arm. 
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5. (previously presented) A brace according to claim 4, wherein 
the adjustable arm is secured to a sleeve which is slidable. 

6. (previously presented) A brace according to any one of 
claims 1, 2 or 3, wherein the brace is manufactured from steel wir>? and 
steel pads. 

7. (previously presented) A brace according to any one of 
claims 2 or 3, wherein the lever arm is provided with a silicone tubs. 

8. (previously presented) A brace according to any one of 
claims 1, 2 or 3, wherein a strap is provided for fitting around the vhird 
toe. 

9. (previously presented) A brace according to claim 8, wherein 
the strap is made of rubber or plastic or a hook and loop connection. 

10. (previously presented) A brace according to any one of 
claims 2 or 3 wherein the distal pad carries a strap to be located around 
the big toe. 
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